
transparent covers over the 

voting booths, poor wheel-

chair access to voting sta-

tions, and occasional pres-

ence of  sketchy unauthor-

ized (See Page 3 for more) 

     On the evening of Feb-

ruary 25th Ottawa got sev-

eral inches of wet snow, 

but that didn’t stop dedi-

cated UCPBA members and 

guests to gather in the 

upstairs room of Royal Oak 

on the Canal and raise a 

glass to the Ottawa contin-

gent of observers  of 2010 

Ukrainian elections. 

     The atmosphere was 

warm and cheerful as eve-

ryone tuned in to listen to 

Olena Baran and Andriy 

Sawchuk, two of several  

observers who took the 

floor and shared their ex-

periences.   

     They gave first hand 

accounts of many interest-

ing personal accounts of  

Ukrainian election manage-

ment and administration of 

the electoral protocol.  

     There were accounts of  

A Toast to Ukrainian Election Observers 

ABCs of RRSPs, TFSAs And More 

     Just as the RRSP season  

was heating up, UCPBA 

hosted a free information 

session  to learn the basics 

of four main types of Cana-

dian Registered Accounts.  

     The February 17th ses-

sion was hosted by Andriy 

Nikolayev, Senior 

Investments Rep-

resentative from 

TD Waterhouse.  

     The presenta-

t ion cove red 

RRS Ps ,  R I F s , 

RESPs, and TFSAs 

and discussed 

such topics as 

fees, tax effects 

of contributions 

and withdrawals, 

benefits of long 

term tax free growth, etc. 

     The main take away 

from the presentation was 

that there were excellent 

tax benefits to be reaped 

from different registered 

accounts. However, An-

drew stressed importance 

of finding out all fees re-

lated to an account as 

most fees are not adver-

tised and only mentioned 

in fine print. 

     If you would like to find 

out more about registered 

accounts, you can contact 

Andriy via email at an-

drewnikolayev@yahoo.ca.  
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By Irene Wolanskyj 

    If there’s anything Ukraini-

ans like, it’s a good party and 

the UCPBA Christmas party 

certainly filled the bill as over 

90 members of UCPBA Ot-

tawa, Buduchnist Credit Un-

ion staff and advisory board 

and their guests gathered at 

the Marconi Centre on De-

cember 11th to toast the 

season and celebrate the 

achievements of the past 

year.   

    UCPBA Presi-

d e n t ,  I r e n e 

Wolanskyj, wel-

comed party-goers 

and reminded 

them that one of 

the major objec-

tives of the eve-

ning was to raise 

funds for the 

UCPBA Scholarship 

fund—and, more 

importantly, to 

have a great time. 

    Sitting down to 

dinner following a 

cocktail hour min-

gling with friends 

and surveying the 

enticements of the 

silent auction ta-

ble, guests were 

drawn into the 

spirit of the season 

by the stirring 

performance of the 

AKORD Men’s Choir under 

the direction of Olya 

Katrushenko.   

    And it did feel like Christ-

mas, with lots of door prizes 

and even a visit from our 

favourite Chortyk later in the 

evening.   

    The high point of the eve-

ning though was the recogni-

tion of excellence that was 

represented by the presenta-

tion of the UCPBA Scholar-

ship, the UCPBA Member of 

the Year Award and the Filip 

Konowal Lifetime Achieve-

ment Award. 

    The UCPBA Scholarship 

was presented to Natalia Wer-

hun by Vera Seychuk, mem-

ber of the Scholarship Selec-

tion Committee.    

    Natalia graduated with 

distinction from McMasters 

University in Hamilton with 

an Honours BA degree in 

Political Science. She is cur-

rently enrolled in second year 

at the University of Ottawa 

Faculty of Law.   

    We congratulate Natalia on 

her many accomplishments 

to date and wish her well in 

her continuing educational 

pursuits. 

    The 2009 Member of the 

Year Award was presented to 

Markian Shulakewych in rec-

ognition of his work in sup-

port of Canada Ukraine Parlia-

mentary Program interns over 

the last several years, his 

unfailing support and encour-

agement to other Board 

members in their projects 

and his positive attitude and 

practical thinking in helping 

UCPBA(O) carry out its plan.   

    The enormously successful 

Mambo Ukrainiano evening 

last September, organized 

with his colleague, Bohdan 

Tomiuk, was a model of coop-

eration and engagement with 

the Ukrainian community in 

Ottawa and beyond. 

    The 2009 Filip Konowal 

Lifetime Achievement Award 

went to Dr. Irena Makaryk, 

Professor of English at the 

University of Ottawa in recog-

nition of her contribution to 

the establishment of the 

Chair of Ukrainian Stud-

ies.  

    Prof. Makaryk was an 

active member of the 

Bida Ukrainian Studies 

fund, which was the 

basis of the Chair of 

Ukrainian Studies en-

dowment.   

    In this capacity she 

organized a number of 

conferences on Ukrain-

ian topics, bringing to-

gether the best minds in 

these fields, engaging 

the community and rais-

ing the level of commu-

nity discourse and ac-

tion.   

    As co-founder of the 

Chair of Ukrainian Stud-

ies, Prof. Makaryk has 

realized a vision of aca-

deme serving the com-

munity by providing ac-

cess to the very best of aca-

demic work in the field of 

Ukrainian Studies.   

    The Chair has continued 

this tradition with the annual 

Danyliw Seminars and, in co-

operation with the UCPBA(O), 

with the Ivan Franko and 

Hnatyshyn lecture series. 

    As the major fundraiser for 

the UCPBA Scholarship Fund, 

the party was a great success, 

raising over $2,000 to finance 

the continued support of 

students of Ukrainian descent 

as they pursue their academic 

dreams. (cont. on Page 3) 

UCPBA Throws Another Classic Christmas Party 
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UCPBA President, Irene Wolanskyj, 

left,  scholarship winner Natalia 

Werhun, centre, award presenter 

Vera Seychuk, right. 

The 2009 Member of 

the Year Award was 

presented to Markian 

Shulakewych in 

recognition of his 

work in support of 

Canada Ukraine 

Parliamentary 

Program 

Markian Shulakewych 

awaits to receive Member 

of the Year Award 

The UCPBA Scholarship 

was presented to 

Natalia Werhun by 

Vera Seychuk 

The infamous Chortyk bringing spotlight on 

those who were naughty over nice 



(cont. from Page 2) The silent 

auction table, loaded with 

contributions from many 

generous business and pri-

vate donors brought in al-

most $1500 while a further 

$475 was earned by raffling 

off a netbook computer gen-

erously donated by 

Buduchnist Credit Union.   

    Congratulations and 

sincere thanks from all 

those who attended the 

party to Ola Dzunicz for 

the hard work she put 

into every detail of the 

party to make sure that 

everyone had a great 

time and that the party 

was a success.   

    Congratulations, and 

thanks too, to Nadia 

Kazymyra for the enthusi-

asm, dedication and hard 

work she displayed in getting 

so many donations and mak-

ing this the most successful 

silent auction we have ever 

had, and to ensuring that we 

had as many 

door prizes as 

possible.   

    Planning has 

already started 

for the 2010 

C h r i s t m a s 

Party!  Join the 

committee and 

help to make it 

the best one 

ever! 

spikes characteristics of the 

previous elections.  

    Observers have noticed 

more welcoming and coop-

erative poll workers, and 

combined with evidence of 

cleaner vote results, this is a 

positive sign towards pro-

gress in the Ukrainian elec-

toral process and democratic 

rights. 

(cont. from Page 1) individu-

als present at the polling 

locations, inside and outside.  

    Despite all that, the 2010 

Ukrainian Presidential Elec-

tions have generally received 

positive observer feedback. 

    Exit polls results have 

shown a more even distribu-

tion of votes without the 

statistically unusual vote 
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Michael Kostiuk 

The 2010 Ukrainian 

Presidential 

Elections have 

generally received 

positive observer 

feedback 

UCPBA Party Goes On 

Observers tell own accounts from elections 



 

Mambo Ukrainiano Night: A Smashing Success!  
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Born on December 17, 1975 

in Kyiv, Ukraine.  

In 1981 her family moved to 

London, England.  

At the tender age of eleven, 

Jovovich was already featured 

in Revlon's "Most Unforgetta-

ble Women in the World" ad-

vertisements. 

Milla was featured in ads for 

Banana Republic, Christian 

Dior, Damiani, Donna Karan, 

Gap, Versace and more. 

Her first leading role was in 

Return to the Blue Lagoon in 

1991, for which she was 

nominated for the "Best Young 

Actress Starring in a Motion Picture" in the 1991 Young Artist Awards.   

Milla's breakout role was in Luc Besson's The Fifth Element (1997). She later starred in several 

other action movies like Ultraviolet and the famous Resident Evil trilogy  

In 2009 Milla married director Paul Anderson (director/writer of the Resident Evil series) 

In the next issue of 

òGuess Whoõs 

Ukrainianó column:  

Who is this famous 

Ukrainian?  

 

Email us your an-

swer before May 1st 

and those who an-

swer correctly will 

be entered into a 

draw to win a prize! 

ucpbaott@infoukes.com 

Guess Whoõs Ukrainian? Meet Milla Jovovich  

April 19th. 

    Regardless of the kind of 

mortgage you choose to take 

(shorter term, and/or lower 

rate mortgage), qualifying for 

a mortgage will now be 

based on a five year, fixed 

rate mortgage.    

    This means a buyer will 

need a higher annual income 

under the five year term even 

though they may choose a 

shorter term rate.   

    For example, based on a 

5% downpayment, 35 year 

amortization and a home 

price of $300,000, a buyer 

would need about $7,400 

more in annual income to 

qualify under the posted five 

year fixed rate versus the 

three year rate.  

    At least 10% of the equity 

in your home must be pro-

tected which is up from 5% 

when refinancing an  existing 

home.   

    A Statistics Canada study 

on personal debt done in 

2007 , showed that Canadi-

ans were using the equity in 

their  homes  as a source of 

cash to finance their spend-

ing rather than using the 

home as an investment. 

    For investment properties, 

that you are not personally 

living in, such as a second 

house or a rental property, a 

minimum downpayment of 

20% is required (up from 

5%) .  

    Real estate investors and 

speculators may notice these 

new rules the most.  In the 

past, investors used the 5% 

rule to leverage their mort-

gage so that they could write 

off more interest against 

their rental income.   

    This new rule is also de-

signed to slow speculative 

real estate purchases, such 

as flipping properties. 

Vicki is a realtor guest col-

umnist and can be reached  

at vkarpiak@rogers.com 

Housing Still Booming But New Financing Rules Now Apply 

By Vicki Karpiak 

    Effective April  19th, 2010, 

Finance Minister Jim Flaherty 

announced  new mortgage 

rules to support the long 

term stability of the housing 

market in Canada.   

    Historic low rates of inter-

est were to provide for eco-

nomic growth in the country.   

    These low rates substan-

tially fuelled the housing 

market, especially in Ottawa, 

where employment is more 

stable due to the govern-

ment.  

    “There is no clear evidence 

of a housing bubble, but 

we’re taking proactive, pru-

dent and cautious steps to-

day to help prevent one.” 

said Minister Flaherty.  

    The new rules won’t affect 

most homeowners or buyers. 

Many consumers, however, 

want to take advantage of the 

existing rules by purchasing 

or refinancing now before 
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Many consumers 

want to take 

advantage of the 

existing rules by 

purchasing or 

refinancing now 

before April 19th. 

The new rules wonõt affect 

most homeowners or buy-

ers in the market right now. 

Milla Jovovich starred in the main role in the movie Ultraviolet  



Homeopathy and Na-

turopathy  

Differences and benefits 

you should know 

 

Risk and Return  

What are your low risk op-

tions besides a savings ac-

count? 

 

Real Estate  

Market update provided by 

a new guest columnist 

In The Next Issue: 

The Chair of Ukrainian Studies at the University of Ottawa  

in Coordination with UCPBA Ottawa  

present  

The Fifth Occasional Hnatyshyn Lecture 

We are on the web:  

www.infoukes.com/ucpbaott  

 

Email us at: 

ucpbaott@infoukes.com  

Newsletter Editor: Andriy Nikolayev 

 

To contact the editor or if you would like 

to write to the UCPBA Newsletter,  

please email ucpbaott@infoukes.com.   

Or 

You can also reach Andriy directly   

via email at andrewnikolayev@yahoo.ca. 

Come watch and cheer 

our Ottawa team playing  

Toronto 

Saturday 

April 17th 

6pm 

Carleton University  

Ravenõs Field 

ottawaukraina.com 

Call Dmitriy Synyak 

613-295-7634 
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