
at the Gliere Music Academy 

in Kyiv, Ukraine.  

     This being the Soviet era, 

the excellence of musical 

training was counter -balanced 

by close observation from the 

security organs, greatly ham-

pering contact with his local 

peers.  

     A chance spotting of 

a travel poster eventually 

to the Choral Conducting 

Program at Hochschule 

für Musik und darstel-

lende Kunst in Vienna.  

     He also received first -

class honours from the 

Lied and Oratoria pro-

gram at the Vienna Con-

servatory.   

Before achieving his cur-

rent position, Prof. 

Ewashko had con-

ducted (Cont on Page 3)  

By Borys Gengalo       

     A n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y -

renowned conductor and cho-

ral specialist, Laurence 

Ewashko  was recent ly 

awarded a tenured position as 

a professor of choral music at 

the University of Ottawa.   

     On April 22, at the Univer-

sity of Ottawa, Professor 

Ewashko delivered the 5th 

Hnatyshyn lecture.   

     Speaking about his per-

sonal history, Prof Ewashko 

explained how music, com-

munity and chance all com-

bined to take him along the 

path to a successful musical 

career.  

     Mind you, that career did 

not exactly have an auspi-

cious start.   

     Prof. Ewashko recalls los-

ing his first musical competi-

tion to a Mennonite girl in 

Altona, Manitoba, at the age 

of six, because he did not 

smile on stage!   

     Laurenceõs father, an 

RCMP officer, had been 

posted to that town.   

     Not only was he able to 

learn from the strong choral 

tradition of the Mennonite 

community, but closeness to 

Winnipeg give Laurence the 

opportunity to participate in 

Ukrainian family 

musical evenings  

t h r o u g h  h i s 

grandparents and 

to take part in 

that communityõs 

rich musical cul-

ture.  

     In Laurenceõs 

early teens, his 

father was posted 

to Ottawa.   

     Joining the 

choir at the As-

sumption of the 

Blessed Virgin 

Ukrainian Or-

thodox Church, before long 

he was deeply immersed in 

the Ottawa choral scene and 

even led his own ensemble.   

     An encounter with Winni-

pegõs Koshetz Choir re-

nowned director Walter Klym-

kiw led to two seasonõs study 
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Professor Laurence Ewashko speaks about Ukrainian roots and at the 

2010 Hnatyshyn Lecture at University of Ottawa.  

Professor Laurence Ewashko and Borys Gengalo ex-

change kind words after the lecture.  



(cont. from Page 1) the Vienna 

Boysõ Choir on tour (even ap-

pearing on the David Letter-

man Show), the Canata Singers 

of Ottawa, the Calixa Lavallée 

Ensemble and other prominent 

vocal groups.   

     He ended the evening by 

again recalling his time in 

Vienna (pointing out his Aus-

trian vest), calling it the sec-

ond spiritual home of Ukraini-

ans, or at least those from 

Halychyna/Galicia!   

     The event concluded with a 

reception for the audience and 

speaker.  

     The Ramon J. Hnatyshyn PC 

CC CMM CD QC FRHSC (hon) 

Occasional Lecture Series is co

-sponsored by the Ukrainian -

Canadian Professional and 

Business Association of Ot-

tawa and the Chair of Ukrain-

ian Studies at the University of 

Ottawa.  

HNATYSHYN LECTURES 

     The Ramon 

J. Hnatyshyn PC 

CC CMM CD 

QC FRHSC(hon) 

Occa s io na l 

Lecture Se-

ries started 

five years 

ago with the launch of Prof 

Irene Makarykõs Shakespeare 

in the Undiscovered Bourn: Les 

Kurbas, Ukrainian Modernism 

and Early Soviet Cultural Poli-

tics.   

     With permission from his 

wife, Mrs. Gerda Hnatyshyn, 

the lecture is named after the 

late Governor -General, a well -

known supporter of the Arts.   

     Unlike, the ôAnnualõ Franko 

Lecture, the Hnatyshyn version 

is ôOccasionalõ. 

     It aims to bring to the at-

tention of the Ottawa Ukrain-

ian and general communities 

informative lectures by local 

adepts and by those who hap-

pen to be in Ottawa for other 

purposes.   

     The series is opportunistic: 

taking advantage of Ottawa as 

not only an academic centre, 

but a government one that 

attracts a wide variety of 

highly -knowledgeable person-

ages on a regular basis.    

     It gives the sponsoring 

bodies,   the UCPBA of Ottawa 

and the Chair of Ukrainian 

Studies at the University of 

Ottawa, the ability to feature 

available speakers on interest-

ing or current topics on short 

notice.  

Ewashko: From Manitoba to Vienna  

Page 2 

Professor Dominique Arel, Chair 

of Ukrainian Studies at the Uni-

versity of Ottawa and the host 

of the 5th Hnatyshyn Lecture.  

Laurence joined the 

choir at Assumption 

of the Blessed Virgin 

Ukrainian Orthodox 

Church and before 

long he was deeply 

immersed in the 

Ottawa choral scene 

and even led his own 

ensemble.   

Prof. Ewashko chats with members of audience.  

Produced and Hosted  by Irena Bell 

97.9 FM 
Sundays  

 

2PM to 3PM 
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Annual General Meeting 

UCPBA Ottawa invites  

you to the annual  

AGM BBQ & Pool Party!  

 

Everyone is welcome 

 

Wednesday 

June 23rd 
 

24 Attwood Cres 
 

Cocktails - 5:00pm 

 Meeting - 6:00pm 

 BBQ - 6:30pm 
 

To RSVP Call 613-228-0990 
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or your swimming trunks! 


